Choosing a saw

There are two main types of saw used for bushcrafting, the ‘bush saw’ and the folding saw.

Most people think that a bush saw is a cumbersome piece of kit that takes up a lot of room, but this is not actually the case. It is possible to just carry the saw blade, which can often be coiled up, and some twine and make a frame on camp.
The other common type of saw are the commando wire saw and the chain tooth saw.

These were initially designed for the military and the wire saw is small and lightweight and able to be concealed about the person.

In essence they are both very similar in design and identical in use.

Bush Saw
This is basically a saw blade attached to either a curved metal frame, or for convenience an ‘H’ shaped frame fashioned from wood on camp.

The metal farmed saw is only suitable for car based camping.

With a ‘take down’ bush saw the frame is made from scavenged wood with a loop of twine spread between the uprights and a tensioning peg placed between the two cords which is wound up to tighten the cord and held against the upper frame by the tension created.
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Folding saw

There are several makes on the market which come in three types, those for green or living wood, those for dry or dead wood and combination blades. Obviously it is better for travelling light to buy a combination blade that will cope with all eventualities. The blade fold into the handle, which is often orange or bright green, and locks into place for use.
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Wire saw

This is basically a length of multi-strand wire with irregular ‘nodules’ with a ring at each end two which cord or woven tape is attached. The main drawback with this type of saw is that if the wire kinks, the strands can snap.

It is placed around a post and pulled alternately from each side under tension to saw through the wood.
[image: image4.jpg]



Chain tooth saw

This is a length of bicycle type chain with ‘teeth’ welded to every third to fifth link. The ends terminate in a ring to which is attached a woven tape handle.

It is used in exactly the same way as the wire saw, but does not have the draw back of ‘kinking’, however the links needs to be cleaned and oiled to stop the links jamming or rusting.
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